
The intent if this brochure is to provide 
property owners with some basic 
information regarding the laws that 
regulate activities in and around the 
shorelands and wetlands within the 
Town of Salem. 
 
As the owner of a proper ty that 
includes or is next to a water body or 
wetland in the Town of Salem NH, we 
believe you are a special custodian of a 
very precious resource. We’re sure you 
share that feeling and will put the 
enclosed information to good use to help 
us protect that resource. 
 
To assist you in obtaining more details, 
we’ve included a section about where to 
find information and how to get answers 

to your specific questions. 
 
Please save this brochure for future 
reference. 
 
Thank you for your stewardship. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
Waterfront 
Q: May I build a dock for my boat? 
A: Normally, yes. However, there are 
restrictions and a State permit is required. 

Q: May I make a new beach, dredge my 
beach, or replenish my beach sand? 
A: Generally speaking, yes. If eligible, a 
State permit is required. 

Q: May I cut trees and shrubs on the 
waterfront part of my property? 
A: Some trees and shrubs may usually be 
cut. The NH Shoreland Protection Act 
sets limits to cutting and does not permit 
clear-cutting. A State permit is required 
for brush and tree removal within 250 
feet of the waters edge. 

Q: My waterfront retaining wall is falling 
apart. May I repair it? 
A: It©s likely that you can, but there are 
restrictions and a State permit is required. 

Q: May I fix the edge of my waterfront 
property to stop the erosion? 
A: In general the State will allow you to 
use plantings to stabilize your water-
front. A State permit is required, but 
stabilizing shorefront property is 
encouraged; under some circumstances 
the state may allow retaining walls. The 
state does not allow altering banks to 
increase the property’s size. 

Wetlands 
Q: May I put a deck between my house 
and the adjacent wetland? What about a 
swimming pool or a garden shed? 
A: Maybe, in which case a local permit 
is required. You might be in a buffer 
area. Always check with the town’s 

Planning Dept. before building anything 
near a wetland.  

Q: May I fill a wet area in my yard?  
A: Not without a properly issued State 
permit. Some wetland pockets help 
drainage, and some are protected by 
easements. Always check with the 
town’s Planning Dept. before filling any 
wet area. 

Q: May I remove trees and brush near 
my wetlands, to make my yard larger?  
A: Generally speaking, no. There are 
town buffer limitations that vary by type 
of wetland. Be sure to check with the 
town’s Planning Dept. before doing any 
work. A town permit might be required. 

Q: How do I get a permit? 
A: The town’s Planning Dept. can assist 
with applications. State permit requests 
must be filed through the Town Clerk. 

Q: How long does it take to get a permit? 
A: Normally 1 to 2 months if there are 
no complications. 
 

The Regulations 
These laws and regulations govern what 
may or may not be done within 
shoreline, wetland, and buffer areas 
located in Salem. 

State law RSA 483-B, Comprehensive 
Shoreland Protection Act 
Governs activity within 250 feet of 
certain lakes, ponds, and rivers. 
Included are Captains Pond, Canobie 
Lake, World’s End Pond, Arlington 
Pond, Millville Pond, Shadow Lake, and 
the Spickett River. 
www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/indexes/483-B.html 

State law RSA 482-A, Fill and Dredge 
in Wetlands 
Governs activities within defined 
wetlands. Wetlands are classified based 
on soil type, vegetation, and hydrology. 
www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/indexes/482-A.html 

The NHDES (Department of 
Environmental Services) Wetlands 
Bureau has jurisdiction over projects 
under these laws.  
  
Town of Salem Zoning Regulations, 
Wetlands Conservation Ordinance, 
Sections 309-73 to 309-81 
The town regulates the development and 
use of wetlands and buffers. The town 
requires buffers around wetlands that 
vary according to purpose. Significant 
buffers include: 

·  Prime wetland: 100’  undisturbed 
buffer 

·  Other Wetland: 40’  setback for 
structures 

·  20’  undisturbed, natural buffer to 
edge of lawns, driveway, etc. 

www.townofsalemnh.org/pdf/ZoningArticleXIII.pdf 

Salem’s Planning Board approves 
applications for local permits. 



Beneficial things to do in wetland 
and water front areas for  which a 
permit is not needed  
 
·  Protect existing vegetation  
·  Limit mowing to reduce wildlife 

disturbance 
·  Re-vegetate any disturbed areas 
·  Fix small erosion problems by 

planting deep-rooted vegetation and 
ground cover 

 
 
Detr imental activities  
 
·  Remove trees or other vegetation 

from wetlands or buffer areas 
·  Dispose of leaves, branches, and 

other yard waste in wetland or buffer 
areas 

·  Use pesticides or non-organic 
fertilizers in or around wetland and 
buffer areas 

 
 
This brochure is provided by the 
Salem Conservation Commission 
Municipal Office Building 
33 Geremonty Drive 
Salem, New Hampshire  03079 
 
 
PLEASE SAVE THIS BROCHURE 

FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 

Remember :  
 
Wetlands aren’ t always obvious to the 
untrained eye. Large numbers of 
mosquitoes can indicate a small or 
forested wetland is nearby.  
 
If you have any question about whether a 
wetland is present on your property, 
check before building, digging, or filling 
and avoid the heartache and expense of 
restoration costs. 

 
Your use of your land MAY be governed 
by State or local regulations which 
require permission before proceeding 
with development activity. A State 
Wetlands Permit or town permit may be 
required. 

 
And, if you live on a lake, pond, or the 
Spicket River, a permit is required before 
making any changes to your shoreline 
including retaining wall repairs, new 
docks, tree cutting, and new beach sand. 

 
 

For information, assistance, and 
State or local wetland 
applications, contact  

the Salem Planning Department  
at the Municipal Office Building 

 
Planning Dept. 
603-890-2080 

www.townofsalemnh.org 
 

NHDES Wetlands Bureau 
603-271-2147 

www.des.state.nh.us 
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REGULATIONS GOVERNING 

 
�  Properties that are 

adjacent to a lake, 
pond, or the Spicket 
river 

 
�  Properties that include 

a stream, swamp, 
drainage ditch, or wet 
area 

 
�  Properties with standing 

water at any time during 
the year 
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